POPE   CLEMENT   THE   SEVENTH
Clement went to -the extreme limits of con-
cession to Henry VIII, or rather to those who
ran Henry VIII. He went beyond the limits of
due and rightful concession. The weakest and
most blamable of all his acts was a secret promise
that he would not recall the case to Rome but
let it be concluded in Henry's kingdom and
under Henry's eye. It is true that this promise
was conditional that Clement left himself a
loophole of which he could take advantage,
and of which he did take advantage when
Catherine lodged her appeal. Still, it was
intended to deceive and cause delay and
was an act the more reprehensible on that
account.
Yet even with all such concessions, with all
his hesitation and chance phrases which seemed
to give Henry hope of succeeding, the central
fact remained, Catherine had solemnly denied
the consummation of the original marriage;
she was a woman of high character, she swore
she had never been the real wife of Henry's
brother who had died as a boy, and Henry
never contradicted her.
Proof sufficient to overset that solemn declar-
ation was lacking; there was no sufficient ground
upon which to quash the marriage of Catherine
with Henry and declare it null, unless Clement
had been willing to admit that he was not